The Bloody, Assize
Francis North, Lord Keeper Guildford, who disliked
Jeffreys, much as Lord James of Hereford would have
disliked Sergeant Buzfuz or Mr Stryver, says of him that
" his beginnings were low. After he was called to the Bar,
he used to sit in coffee-houses and order his man to come
and tell him that company attended him at his chamber;
at which he would huff, and say, < Let them stay a little;
I will come presently/ This made a show of business ; of
which he had need enough, being married and having several
children."
And if Jeffreys had been remonstrated with by North
on account of the indecency of his conduct, he would have
said, as Mr Stryver did, " I do it because it's politic; I do
it on principle. And look at me ! I get on." And it was
necessary for Jeffreys to get on. Like John Scott, Lord
Eldon, he had married very young, and when he rose to
address the Courts maybe he, too, felt his little children
tugging at his gown and urging him to exertion and
success.
I like the story of Jeffreys' first marriage* It is a romantic
comedy by no means discreditable to the hero. It appears
that at the age of nineteen he was laying siege to the heart
of a young heiress in the city. At this time, before high
living had coarsened his features, he was a handsome youth,
refined and elegant in figure, with a rather small head
covered by thick brown hair, large dark eyes-> a finely curved
mouth, his hands peculiarly small and delicate* Little
wonder that the city merchant's daughter no sooner looked
than(she sighed; her learned lover was quick in the argument
of reason, and they planned the remedy.
; There was a young lady named Sarah Neesham, the
daughter of a clergyman, the companion of1 the girl;
probably Sarah should have played the duenna, but she
cast herself for the pleasanter part of go-between* All
was tending towards a post-chaise and marriage bells when
the city merchant discovered the conspiracy; his foolish
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